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Week of Compassion is the relief, refugee, and development mission
fund of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). Although within the
denomination February 16 – 23 is officially designated as the Week of
Compassion, at First Christian Church we extend this for the whole
month of February and call February the Month of Compassion. During
this time, we focus on the needs of others throughout the world and
how our donations to the Week of Compassion can help provide for
these needs.

We are Disciples of Christ, a movement for wholeness in a
fragmented world. As part of the body of Christ, we welcome
all to the Lord’s Table as God has welcomed us.

Ash Wednesday Worship
The season of Lent in the church calendar begins on Wednesday, February
26, this year. We’ll offer an Ash Wednesday reflective experience (including
imposition of ashes) that evening in the chapel at 6:30 p.m. All are welcome
to attend.
Lenten Studies
In addition to the regular “Sacred Inklings” Sunday school class led
by Horace & Willow Hambrick, a Lenten Sunday School class will
begin on Sunday, March 1, at 9:30 a.m. and continue through Easter
Sunday. The group will be reading and discussing “The Last Week”
by Marcus Borg and John Dominic Crossan, which explores the
events from Palm Sunday to Easter Sunday. Bob Culbertson and
Jessi Jump will be co-leading this group. Those interested may
purchase the book on their own.
The Wednesday Night Adult Study at 6:30 p.m. will be focusing throughout Lent on “Entering the Passion of
Jesus,” using material by Dr. Amy-Jill Levine. It too will explore the last days of Jesus’ life, exploring the
risks and challenges that are a part of the life of faith. Chris Cash and Christy Messick will be leading this
group.

The theme for Week of Compassion this year is Invest in Futures, and
the scripture is 1 Corinthians 3:5 – 9, in which Paul says “For we are
God’s servants, working together; you are God’s field, God’s building.”
We find the following analogy in the materials provided by Week of
Compassion.
Date trees can take a decade to bear fruit and 100 years to reach
their full height. The hands that plant such a tree may do so
knowing they may never rest in that tree’s shade. Moved by
love, they invest in that unseen future.
“We are all co-workers together in God’s service,” writes Paul in
1 Corinthians 3. Some of us plant. Some of us water. But God
gives the growth. Through Week of Compassion, we become like
date tree planters: serving the fruitful future for which God
yearns. Who knows what growth God may bring when we join
hands together across distance, across traditions, and across time
for the love of what we may never see?
Look inside for some of the ways FCC will be observing Week of
Compassion this month.
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KIDS AND YOUTH
Upcoming Youth Schedule
The youth group will learn about different community organizations in February as part of our Month of
Compassion. We will have guest speakers each week. The Wednesday schedule is as follows:
February 5 – Arbor Youth Services (Speaker: Andrew Shayde)
February 12– GreenHouse 17 (Speaker: Christy Messick)
February 19 – Amen House (Speaker: TBA)
February 26– Hope Lodge (Speaker: TBA)
Scott County Martin Luther King, Jr. Day Celebration
Several members from FCC participated in the community Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day March on
January 20, along with the community program at First Baptist Church following the march.

AMEN House Offering February 2
The monthly AMEN House offering will be on the Sunday, February 2. AMEN
House is our local food/clothing bank and emergency needs resource. Please
bring non-perishable or canned items, cash or check to be collected during
worship.
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******************************************************************************************************************
Welcome Kelli Evans, Our New Accompanist
In their January meeting, the board approved the recommendation of the Administrative Committee that we
hire Kelli Evans as our new accompanist. Ms. Evans received her Bachelor of Music in Music Education degree
from Campbellsville University in 2018 and is expected to receive her Masters of Music in Choral Conducting
from EKU this May. She is a talented musician, conductor and vocalist and will be a tremendous asset to our
church’s music program. She began her service with choir rehearsal on January 22 and in worship on January
26. Please welcome Kelli to FCC!
Refugee family update:
Zawadi and Abigaelle are adjusting to their new life in the USA. Each day they go to the KRM office in the
mornings for ESL and other cultural education. Zawadi will continue going there on a daily basis until she has
full time employment. Abigaelle will transition to a day care facility once Zawadi has a job. We are told
Zawadi is homesick, cold, and feels lonely, but her mother and siblings are nearby, and she has frequent visits
with her mother. First Christian Church, DOC donated almost $3,000 of financial assistance to help with their
transition. About half of this came from personal donations and about half was money released by the
Trustees from the Toyota fund. This money helps pay for their rent, food, utilities, transportation, and other
costs until they can become financially independent. In addition, they also receive money from KRM, with
most families becoming financially independent within 6 months of arrival. We estimate that our church
spent about 100 hours of time helping with the resettlement process. This includes time spent by all of you
in planning; collecting, delivering, and setting up the furniture and other items for the apartment; obtaining
and delivering food and stocking the kitchen; gathering and delivering clothing; and other miscellaneous
activities. This project was very much a church wide effort with participation by most, if not all, in a variety
of ways. It would not have happened if we had not joined together to make it so. We helped a family obtain
a chance at a new life free of fear and persecution. Thanks be to God.
******************************************************************************************************

Pat Clark and Judy Kushner wish to thank the church for your prayers, care, encouragement and meals as
Pat recovers from hip surgery and your expressions of sympathy in the passing of Judy’s mother.

You can support FCC through your
Kroger Rewards. New enrollees will just
enter code ED328 on your rewards
account.

Disciples Women’s Fellowship
DWF I meets on Monday, February 17, at noon in the Conference Room.
DWF II will not meet in February.
Cabinet Meeting
The Cabinet will meet Thursday, February 20, at 7 pm in the Conference Room.
Facility Needs Information & Listening Sessions
The Board has been presented with some challenging needs related to our
church facility. A work group was recently set up to review these and to
determine how to proceed. However, we can’t do this without our congregation’s
input and feedback.
We have scheduled several meetings where we will be discussing these issues.
You are not only invited but also encouraged to participate in one of these so
your voice can be heard. These are scheduled as follows:
•
•
•
•

Sunday after church, February 9; light lunch will be provided
Wednesday, February 12, at 6:30 pm; light supper at 6:00 pm with
youth group, babysitting provided
Tuesday, February 18, at 12:00 noon
Tuesday, February 25, at 7:00 pm

These meetings will be held either in the chapel or the gathering area. If
additional meetings are needed we can arrange for that. Also, we’d like a rough
idea of who might attend (particularly for 2-9 and 2-12), so will have sign up
sheets in the back entrance. If you have questions, please contact Barb
Southworth at 502-542-9309 or the church office at 502-863-2049. And thank
you.

*************************************************************************************************************************************************

February Month of Compassion
Here are some of the ways FCC will be observing Week of Compassion this month:
•

Look for inspirational quotes and information related to Week of Compassion on the church’s Facebook page
throughout February.

•

Offering boxes will be distributed to children on February 2.

•

As part of the Disciples Fair Trade Project, Equal Exchange organic fair trade coffee will be available for purchase
($7/bag) on Sunday mornings during February, both before and after worship. This is one way that we can
support small farmers in other parts of the world—more of the money you spend will go to the actual growers.

•

During the invitation to offering on Sunday mornings in February you will be hearing about some of the ways
that Week of Compassion dollars are used to offer relief and hope here in the U.S. and throughout the world.

•

On February 23, we will hold our annual Week of Compassion Breakfast during the Sunday School hour. At 9:30
am, we will gather in the Fellowship Hall to break bread together and hear a presentation from Rev. Erin Wathen,
Associate Director for Marketing and Communications at Week of Compassion. Rev. Wathen will also be
preaching in our worship service.

•

We will collect our annual Week of Compassion offering during the service on the 23rd.

There are a number of ways you can directly receive updates about Week of Compassion: 1) by signing up for email
updates (https://www.weekofcompassion.org/contact-us.html); 2) by following Week of Compassion on Facebook
(https://www.facebook.com/weekofcompassion/) or Twitter (https://twitter.com/WKofCompassion)
Scott County Animal Shelter Collection
The Scott County Animal Shelter is always in need of towels, blankets and throw rugs.
To help this cause, a collection basket for donating your old ones will be in the
Gathering Area through the end of February.

